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Climate Emergency - Following the 

agreement to a Climate Emergency in 

February the new administration has created a 

new Climate Emergency Advisory Committee. 

The proposal was approved by full Council on 

17 July. The new Committee will be non-

decision making but will make 

recommendations to Cabinet. The inaugural 

meeting will take place on Tuesday 15 

October at Milton Park. The agenda includes 

Options for the Future and next steps, Scene 

setting and Background and 

Recommendations to Cabinet. This is a public 

meeting and will commence at 6pm. 

Oxford to Cambridge Expressway –The 

public consultation for this proposal has not 

yet been published. 

Household Enquiry - Yellow Letter – If 

residents haven't completed the information 

required and returned it to the Vale, council 

officers could be knocking on their doors. 

Festival Grants – The Vale scheme is open 

for grant applications of up to £1,000. 

Civic Parking Enforcement – Consultants 

have been appointed to undertake a feasibility 

study and prepare a report for Cabinet. 

Councillors will be attending a presentation at 

the Vale on 11 November and will report back 

to Parish Councils. 

Government Funding to Local Authorities – 

the Leader of the Vale has written to the 

Secretary of State expressing concern of the 

lack of financial certainty from the 

Government. A response is awaited. 

Thames Valley Police – The Chief Constable 

John Campbell and the Police & Crime 

Commissioner Anthony Stansfeld will be 

making their annual presentation to the Vale 

Council at 6pm on Wednesday 9 October. 

Local Plan Part 2 – As previously report the 

Planning Inspector has declared that the LPP2 

is sound and is subject to local democratic 

approval. The new administration has spent a 

great deal of time to understand the 

implications of adopting or not and the options 

available. The Plan was considered by the 

Vale Cabinet on Friday 4 October and the 

decision to adopt the Plan will be 

recommended to full Council on Wednesday 9 

October. 

Assuming that full Council adopts the plan 

there is still an issue with regard to South 

Oxfordshire’s Local Plan which is currently 

with the Planning Inspectorate. There have 

been numerous problems over this plan and 

as a result South Oxon’s new Cabinet are 

recommending to their full Council on 10 

October that the plan be withdrawn and a 

completely new plan prepared. Should the 

recommendation be agreed there will be a 

number of issues that will directly affect the 

Vale. The first will affect the five year land 

supply. This is because included Local Plan 

Part 1 there is a proposal for 4000 dwellings to 

be built at Valley Park in Didcot. This 

development is reliant on additional 

Government funding to provide a new River 

Thames crossing in Culham. Culham is in 

South Oxfordshire and if they have no 

adopted plan the funding for the bridge and 

other infrastructure monies will not be 

forthcoming. The Leader of the Vale has 

written to the Leader of South Oxon reminding 

her of the unintended consequences of the 



 
 
 
 

District Councillors Report to Parish Councils 

Hendreds Ward 

October 2019 

 

recommendation. Her letter is available on the 

Vale’s website.  

The impact on the Hendreds Ward and the 

Vale as a whole cannot be under- estimated 

should South Oxon decide to continue to 

withdraw their plan. This will result in the 

Councils losing planning control and 

speculative developers will again use the lack 

of a five year land supply as a means of 

building yet more dwellings in our local 

communities. 

Electric Blanket Testing – OCC’s Fire & 

Rescue Service have arranged an Electric 

Blanket Testing programme. The service will 

be at Abingdon Fire Station, Ock Street on the 

11th October or the Old Mill Hall in Wantage 

on 25th October. To book a safety check 

appointment please ring 01865 895999 or 

email 

communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

 

Emergency Planning - The District 

Council's role in an emergency - During a 

major incident or emergency the council will 

work in partnership with other agencies to 

respond to the situation. In most cases the 

police or county council will be responsible for 

co-ordinating the response and the Vale will 

be working to support the emergency 

services. It is the council's responsibility to 

provide the following services: 

 Accommodation - This can include 

rest centres and emergency 

accommodation for members of the 

community who may have been 

evacuated from their homes as a result 

of a major incident or emergency, for 

example flooding. 

 Communications - Give advice on 

minimising the hazards caused by the 

emergency. 

 Building Services - Assisting the 

Emergency Services working near 

buildings that may have been damaged 

or are unsafe as a result of a major 

incident. 

For advice and support creating a Local 

Emergency Plan, please contact Gary Carey, 

Emergency Planning Officer at the Vale on 

01235 422112 or email 

gary.carey@southandvale.gov.uk. 

  

 

 

Although I don’t hold surgeries I am always 

available to deal with any issues 

Janet Shelley – 07791 266331 – 

janet.shelley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
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